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ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-OI AGRE-00 USIA-I5 AID-05 EB-08 EUR-12 COME-00 
ISO-00 TRSE-00 /054W 

09I232Z 085313 /13 

R0911I5ZMAR77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3218 
INFO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS ROME 3771 

FODAG 

E.O. II652N/A 

TAGS: UNCTAD, EGEN, ETRD, EAGR 

SUBJ: UNCTAD PREPARATORY MEETING ON TEA 

REE: (A) GENEVA 1551 (NOTAL) (B) LONDON 3318 

1 . BASED ON DISCUSSIONS WITH FAO OFFICIALS IT APPEARS 
FAILURE TO POSTPONE UNCTAD PREPARATORY MEETING ON TEA WAS 
DUE TO EVERYBODY WAITING FOR THE NEXT COUNTRY TO MAKE FIRST 
INITIATIVE. EAO SECRETARIAT UNDERSTANDS NOBODY RAISED 
POINT DESPITE THEIR UNDERSTANDING THAT MOST COUNTRIES AND 
UNCTAD SECRETARIAT WISH TO POSTPONE TEA MEETING. 

2. IN ANY CASE FAO IS SCHEDULING TEA EXPORTERS WORKING 
PARTY TO MEET IN EARLY SEPTEMBER. IF CONSUMERS WISH TO 
MEET AFTER THAT, THEN THEY WILL HAVE TO SEEK UNCTAD DELAY. 

3. WITH ADVANTAGE OE HINDSIGHT FAO OFFICIALS EXPRESS 
VIEW THAT LONDON INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON TEA WENT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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WELL AND NO FURTHER PROGRESS ON AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT CAN 
BE MADE UNTIL EXPORTERS AGREE ON WHAT THEY WANT TO DO.BEAUDRY 
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